
InterReligious Task Force on Central America  
3606 Bridge Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44113 

ph: 216.961.0003   fax: 216.961.0002   e-mail: irtf@igc.org 
 

via fax: 011 57 1 337 5890 
Sr. Presidente Alvaro Uribe Vélez 
President of Colombia  

via fax: 1 202 232 8643 
Andres Pastrana 
Colombian Ambassador  

Via fax: 011 27 1 565 7682 
Dr. Francisco Santos 
Vice-President of Colombia  

 
June 13, 2006 
 
Dear Sirs: 
 
The openly brazen character of the death threats directed against SINALTRAINAL leaders, their 
families and Coca-Cola workers demonstrates how little the authors of the threats have to fear from the 
constituted authorities who are supposedly responsible for the safety and security of the people of their 
country. 
 
On May 15 written death threats, signed by the paramilitary death squad MAS (Muerte a 
Sindicalistas/Death to Trade Unionists), were found at the union’s headquarters in Barranquilla.  They 
singled out the following nine union leaders: Euripides Yance, Campo Elias Puintero, Limberto 
Carranza, Jesus Tovar, Eduardo Arévelo, Tomas Ramos, Henry Gordón, Gaston Tesillo and 
Carlos Hernández.  The following day Euripides Yance and Limberto Carranza received death threats 
by telephone at their homes. The death squad MAS has committed waves of political killings targeting 
trade union leaders in Atlántico Departament since the l980s. 
 
We implore the Colombian national government to: 
• investigate the facts,  
• find the responsible parties and  
• guarantee the lives and integrity of SINALTRAINAL affiliates and their families. 

 
Thank you for your prompt attention. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Brian J. Stefan Szittai   
Coordinator  
                 
    
copies:      Minister Sr. Sabas Pretelt de la Vega ~ via fax  
 Dr. Mario German Iguaran, Attorney General ~ via fax  
 Dra. Maria Carolina Barco Isakson, Minister of Foreign Affairs ~ via fax 
 William B Wood US Ambassador to Colombia ~ via fax 
 Heather Merritt, Desk Officer for Colombia, US State Department ~ via fax 
 Dr. Michael Frulin, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Colombia office ~ via fax  
 US Senators DeWine & Voinovich ~ via email 
 US Representatives Brown, Gillmor, Kaptur, Kucinich, LaTourette, Regula, Ryan, Tubbs Jones ~ via email 
 

 
 

ILRF May 19 SINALTRAINAL 
 

The following people hereby urge you to take action on this matter as indicated in this letter: 

I R T F 


